CHAPTER VIII
THE ARMISTICE WITH GERMANY
AND ITALY
JUNE 20
THE MESSAGE from the Petain Government announcing the
names of its four plenipotentiaries,, dispatched last evening
by way of Madrid, is delayed in transmission and does not
reach Berlin until i A.M. No action on it is taken until 4 A.M.,
when it reaches Chancellor Hitler at his army headquarters.
But another type of German action occurs meanwhile, calcu-
lated to spur on the Bordeaux Government to prompt sur-
render. At about the moment when the French note arrives
in Berlin waves of German bombers appear over the city of
Bordeaux and the docks along the Gironde River.   Their
bombs fall over a 50-mile radius. Some of the Nazi planes
sweep over the city only 400 yards above the rooftops, bomb-
ing buildings jammed with refugees and the squares where
they are encamped. In the two visitations, one at i A.M., the
other at 6 A.M., about 150 persons are killed and 300 injured
The Government had declared Bordeaux an open city, there-
fore not a military objective in the French view. In Rome it is
announced that Italian planes aided the German air force in
the attack.